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the post-conflict phase. The present analysis aims to investigate the educational attainment of
girls before and during a peacekeeping mission, in the context of pre-conflict and conflict
situations.

Developing countries that receive peacekeeping operations exhibit gender disparities within
their educational systems. The period spanning from the 1980s to the 2000s has witnessed a
notable rise in the level of educational achievement among female students. | am interested in
understanding the role of peacekeeping operations in facilitating the transition to peace and
post-conflict reconstruction in various nations that encourage educational development. Is
there evidence of a societal shift with regards to the prominence of women peacekeepers in
leadership roles, and if so, does this have a positive impact on the educational aspirations of
young girls? The deliberate selection of secondary education is attributed to the fact that it
encompasses a significant developmental phase for adolescents, spanning from ages 11 to 12
and extending to 18 to 19. This period represents the most substantial gap in education and a
crucial time of transformation for this demographic. The study aims to examine the potential
impact of female peacekeepers on the educational outcomes of secondary school girls, and if
this shift in gender roles influences young girls both prior to and following intervention.

Literature Review

The forthcoming literature review will examine various schools of thought pertaining to
feminism and its intersection with conflict and conflict resolution. The present discourse will
commence by examining feminist theories within the framework of warfare. Subsequently, the
discussion will shift towards the debate surrounding the potential impact of female
participation in peacekeeping operations on the efficacy of such operations. Subsequently, an
analysis will be conducted to examine the intersection of said ideas with adolescent education.
Additionally, the potential impact of gender role changes, specifically in the context of women
in leadership roles, on the attitudes and aspirations of young girls will be evaluated.

Women in Peacekeeping

The discourse surrounding gender mainstreaming is characterized by a diversity of theoretical
perspectives. These perspectives reflect different schools of thought on the subject matter,
which have emerged over time. The adoption of Resolution 1325 by the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) marked a significant milestone in the realm of peace and security. This
Resolution was specifically designed to facilitate the integration of women into all levels of
decision
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gendered security. Zarkov's analysis delineates three distinct feminist theoretical frameworks:
radical feminism, liberal feminism, and intersectional feminism. The latter is further subdivided
into Black, lesbian, and Third World feminism (Zarkov, 2014 p. 5).

According to Zarkov, the concept of women'’s rights pertains to the establishment of formal,
legal parity between genders. Its efforts are directed towards institutions such as the state, the
law, and the market, which are presumed to be unbiased and gender-neutral entities that
ensure equality. As per the findings of Zarkov (p. 2), it can be inferred that women involved in
conflicts are often categorized into a singular feminist ideology. According to Zarkov's analysis,
radical feminism is characterized by the conviction that men hold sway over the world and that
this power is rooted in their control and exploitation of women's bodies and sexuality (p. 2).
The school of thought known as liberal feminism places significant emphasis on the
institutionalized discrimination and inequalities experienced by women. The scholarly discourse
centers on the notion of legal parity between genders, with emphasis on the expansion of
domains such as the state, law, and market, which adopt a gender-neutral stance. The tenets of
liberal feminism emphasize the importance of institutions acknowledging the existence of
gendered structures. The predominant discourse in peacekeeping literature centers around the
liberal feminist paradigm, which seeks to achieve parity through institutional means. This is
exemplified by Resolution 1325, which recognizes the necessity of institutional reform in the
peacekeeping realm. Zarkov's latest feminist viewpoint incorporates intersectional identities in
addition to the female gender. The discourse centers around the intersectionality of Black,
lesbian, and third world feminism, as evidenced in literary works such as Heinecken and Kunz.
This feminist theory underscores the intersectionality of gender with other social categories,
such as race, sexuality, and class, in the analysis of feminist theories and gendered institutions.

Both ideological perspectives concur that the inclusion of female peacekeeping personnel is
advantageous. According to Karim and Beardsley's research, augmenting the quantity of female
peacekeeping personnel would potentially result in a rise in gender parity, as well as a boost in
the mission's credibility and trustworthiness (Karim and Beardsley, 2016, p. 105). The study
conducted by Karim and Beardsley examines the potential correlation between the presence of
female peacekeeping personnel and a reduction in allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse
by local individuals. (Karim and Beardsley, 2016, p. 102). Karim and Beardsly's work delves into
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The limited presence of women peacekeepers does not appear to make a substantial difference
in the educational outcomes of girls at this level. In summary, the data analysis supports the
hypothesis and rejects the null hypothesis that a higher proportion of female peacekeepers is
linked to a slight but positive correlation with the completion rate of secondary school girls in
countries undergoing UN intervention. Nonetheless, the overall number of women
peacekeepers is insufficient to have a significant impact on girls' educational attainment at this
stage. I've observed 41 countries that have received interventions, and the R squared produced
by this model is 0.64. This means from the observations captured 64 percent of the differences
within the dependent variable. My second model has an R squared value of 0.654 which means
that 65.4 percent of the total data is represented in the second model. In the proportional
model a slightly larger percentage of the data is represented. Both models are largely
representative of the data collected.

The empirical data presented herein provides compelling proof of a robust association between
the participation of females in peacekeeping missions and the overall attainment level of young
women in secondary education. It is imperative to recognize that there exist several
supplementary variables that contribute to the favorable influence of women peacekeepers on
the education of girls. A plausible dimension to consider is the symbolic impact that these
women wield, serving as a source of inspiration and impetus for young girls to pursue advanced
academic pursuits. Furthermore, the presence of security forces plays a crucial role in
maintaining a stable environment, allowing for uninterrupted attendance of girls in educational
institutions. Through the effective mediation of conflicts and provision of assistance to fragile
states, peacekeeping operations establish secure environments that enable unimpeded access
to education for young people.

Conclusion

While the presented results are slightly statistically significant, they do provide evidence against
the null hypothesis. This is consistent with the work of Buchmann, DiPrete, and McDaniel on
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specifically serve to challenge gender norms and encourage young women to pursue careers in
war, peace, and conflict.
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