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Program Overview 
Webster University is a leader in human rights education, offering one of the only undergraduate human 
rights degrees in the United States. Its program in International Human Rights – part of the Institute for 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Studies – also offers a minor and a certificate option for students who 
would like to incorporate human rights into their area of study. Interdisciplinary courses are taught by 
faculty from across the Webster community, and co-curricular events often bring leading scholars and 
activists to Webster campuses. Webster students may also learn more about human rights while 
studying abroad, editing an international journal of human rights called Righting Wrongs 
(www.webster.edu/rightingwrongs), and helping to organize the annual human rights conference in 
Saint Louis, Missouri. 

Webster’s human rights degree program was launched in 2005, thanks to a Title VI grant and the 
dedication of the late Professor Art Sandler (Philosophy) and Professor Kelly-Kate Pease (History, 
Politics, and International Relations). The certificate option, which was first offered during the 1996-97 

http://www.webster.edu/rightingwrongs
http://www.webster.edu/humanrights
mailto:lkingston54@webster.edu
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Human Rights MAJOR 
Program Description 
The international human rights program at Webster University seeks to encourage greater 
understanding of international human rights standards, problems, and solutions.  

Please note that the HRTS major requires intermediate-level language proficiency and the program 
highly encourages students to study abroad. 

 

Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of the program, students should: 

• Articulate the history of, and current practices in, human rights frameworks and legal norms. 
• Critically analyze theories, concepts, and ideas in human rights. 
• Identify and explain major human rights issues, past and present. 
• 
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Required Courses 
The following 3-credit classes are required, with a C grade or higher, for students earning a major in 
International Human Rights: 

• HRTS 1100 – Introduction to Human Rights 
• HRTS 2500 –  HRTS 2500 – 
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HRTS 3700 Human Rights and Business (3 hours) 
ISTL 1000 Introducti
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Electives 
The HRTS major requires 18 credit hours from a list of approved HRTS electives, including at least 9 
credit hours from courses with an HRTS prefix. 

Course # Title/Subtitle Credits Term Grade 
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Foreign Language Requirement 
This requirement can be met by taking 12 sequential credit hours in a foreign language or by passing an 
intermediate-level proficiency examination. This requirement is waived for students whose native 
language is not English. Ultimately, a student must achieve Intermediate Level II proficiency in a foreign 
language. 

Course # Title/Subtitle Credits Term Grade 
 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 

Alternatively, please note the date of proficiency examination and results: 
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Human Rights MINOR 
Minor Requirements 

• 
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PHIL 2360 Environmental Ethics (3 hours) 
PHIL 2400 Human Rights and Animal Rights (3 hours) 
PHIL 3340 Global Ethics (3 hours) 
PHIL 3360 Global Information Ethics (3 hours) 
PHIL 3370 Feminist Philosophy (3 hours) 
POLT 1080 Introduction to Comparative Politics (3 hours) 
POLT 2550 The Politics of Development (3 hours) 
PSYC 3225 Holocaust (3 hours) 
PSYC 3275 Genocide (3 hours) 
RELG 3051 Religion and Human Rights (3 hours) 
WGST 2610 Women, Gender and Sexuality in Social Justice Organizations (3 hours) 
WGST 2620 Women and the Law (3 hours) 
WGST 4220 Gender, Justice and Human Rights (3 hours) 
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HRTS Minor Advising Checklist 
Minor Requirements 

• 18 credit hours taken at Webster University as specified below. 
• Nine credit hours must be at the 3000 level or above. 
• All courses for the minor must be completed with a grade of C or better. 

 

Core Courses 
Course # Title/Subtitle Credits 
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Human Rights CERTIFICATE 
Certificate Description 
More demanding than the International Human Rights minor but less demanding than the International 
Human Rights major, this option is well suited to students with a strong interest in human rights but 
who are majoring in another subject. As a “stand-alone” certificate, it is also appropriate for those 
students with a strong interest in human rights and who have completed a BA or BS at another 
institution but who are not currently considering graduate or professional school. 
 

Core Courses 
• HRTS 1100 Introduction to Human Rights 3 hours 

• HRTS 3590 Theories of Human Rights 3 hours 

• HRTS 4500 Human Rights Field Experience 3 hours 

 

Electives 
Choose one course from each 
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HRTS Certificate Advising Checklist 
Core Courses 

Course # Title/Subtitle Credits Term Grade 
HRTS 1100 Introduction to 

Human Rights 
3 



http://www.webster.edu/humanrights
http://www.webster.edu/
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Considering Study Abroad 
Students in the HRTS program 

http://www.webster.edu/studyabroad/
http://www.webster.ch/academics/undergraduate/programs/internationalrelations/
http://webster.ac.at/international-relations
http://www.webster.nl/undergraduates/international-relations.html
http://www.thebijlmerproject.com/index.html
http://www.webster.ac.th/
http://www.webster.edu.gh/
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